Is it okay to leave Mass after

Communion?

This is an interesting question because beneath
the surface there seems to be an assumption
that if it’s okay, then why do we have to stay
after we receive communion? The short answer
is “no,” but we definitely want to go a bit deeper
as we consider why.

First, when we think about questions like this,
we must consider this in adult terms. If there is
something gravely important that we need to
do, then we must attend to that. However, if it is
a matter of convenience or preference, then we
really have to stop and think again. First, while
we always want to recognize the importance of
sacramental communion in the Mass, we also
need to understand how important the time of
thanksgiving and prayer after communion is.
This is summarized in the Prayer After Commun-
ion offered by the celebrant and then we are
also commissioned to “Go forth” during the Dis-
missal of the Mass, reminding us that we have
been entrusted with a gift — the Word of God
and the Presence of Christ in the sacrament —
and that we are to share that gift with others.

If we simply leave after we receive communion,
we risk two things. First, there is the possibility
that we will turn our reception of communion
into a purely personal, individual experience that
is separated from our common experience of
worship — and communion in the fullest sense
— and, second, we lose an opportunity for grati-
tude and serious reflection if we simply leave
after communion. This time of thanksgiving, re-
flection, and, ultimately, missioning, are im-
portant and, in the end, an essential part of the
celebration of the Mass. OLPi

The Sisters of Providence

‘Snackin’ with the Alpacas’ .

Children of all ages and their guardians are
invited to join White Violet Center for Eco-
Justice staffers and others this summer for the
“Snackin’ with the Alpacas: All Ages Summer
Reading Program.” The program will take place
from noon-1:30 p.m., EDT, on Wednesday,
August 26. Bring a sack lunch for a picnic while
listening to fun alpaca stories and learning al-
paca fun facts. All guests will also meet some
of the alpacas and receive a take-home alpaca
craft. There is no cost to attend, but donations
for alpaca care are appreciated.

No registration is required. For more infor-
mation, visit events.SistersofProvidence.org or
contact 812-535-2946 or wvc@spsmw.org

Sunday Humor

One Sunday, right after receiving Communion, a
man picked up his bag and quietly slipped out of
the Church.

A little boy sitting beside his mother whispered,
“Mummy, where is he going? Didn’t he just re-

ceive Jesus?”

The mother smiled sadly and replied,
“He left the table early... just like Judas.”

Don’t be like Judas!
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