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September 28, 2025 

Snow Days and Second Chances 
 
Yesterday morning, my kids were playing outside in 
the snow, and I decided to take advantage of the 
quiet house to make a few important phone calls. 
 
Fool. I forgot Murphy’s Law of Parenting, which 
dictates that as soon as you dial a phone number, 
a bomb of irritation and neediness explodes within 
the heart of your loudest child. Sure enough, as 
soon as the person on the other end of the line 
picked up, my son was at the back door, whimper-
ing loudly. Horror of horrors, he had snow in his 
boot. 
 
I gestured to the phone. He whimpered more loud-
ly. I mouthed and mimed threats. He threw his 
boot at me. I gave him The Look. He started to 
scream. 
 
Well, needless to say, the phone call didn’t go well, 
and my son’s snow day was cut short. He begged 
for a second chance, but I explained to him that life 
doesn’t always give you second chances. The 
phone call was over. Ruined. I couldn’t get it back. 
 
But that’s when I remembered that moms have a 
superpower: creating second chances where none 
had existed before. So I told him that if he could be 
quiet while I made the rest of my calls, he could go 
back outside. 
 
My son is young right now. I give him lots of second 
chances because second chances help him learn. 
Second chances are the training wheels of life. 
 
I dread the day when the training wheels come off, 
and I can’t save him from his bad decisions. I think 
every parent does. 
The parable of the rich man and Lazarus highlights 

a reality that we often wish to ignore: at some 
point, we will run out of chances, and it’s not be-
cause God tires of giving them to us. It’s because a 
truly endless supply of chances would strip us of 
our free will. It would deny us the right of being 
taken at our word — and God respects us too 
much to do that. 
 
My son saved his snow day. It’s a good reminder: 
take the second (and third and fourth) chance. 
Don’t wait for the next one. 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC – BENEATH THE SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

Monday: 
Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels 
 
Tuesday: 
St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 
Wednesday: 
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
 
Thursday: 
The Holy Guardian Angels 
 
Friday: 
St. Mother Theodore Guerin 
 
Saturday: 
St. Francis of Assisi 
 
Next Sunday: 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
Respect Life Sunday 
 
Found out more about these Saints at 
www.catholic.org. 

Observances For the Week 

http://www.stmarysvillagechurch.org


Date September 28 October 5 

Lector Easton Robertson Patty Curley 

Server Owen Ramsey Vivian Sereno 

Ushers 
Steve Norris 

Waylon Robertson 
Tom McKinney 

Scott Thralls 

EMs 
Carol Cummins 

Lana Thralls 
Carol Cummins 

Pam Norris 

Counters 
Analiza Brockmeier 

Rachel Marion 
 

Cleaners 
Kelly & Jody 

Stafford 
Eric & Tammy 

Cegielski 

Description September 21 Budgeted 

Sunday Collection $ 2,380 $ 2,308 

Galvin 0 $ 115 

Finance Report 

David Auterson 
Flo Callahan 
Ray Edwards 
Jane Frazier 
Dan Kane 

Rosie Meehan 
Doreen  Rude 
Dick Stultz 
Jeanette Stultz 
Dave Sullivan 

Pray For Our Loved Ones 

9/28 In Memory of Mary Ruth Thralls 
 By Sue Heck 
 
10/5 In Memory of Mary Winters 
 By the St. Mary’s Village Family 

Mass Intentions 

Allison Vest  9/28 
Waylon Robertson 9/29 
Marlene Smithson 10/2 
John Kahl  10/3 

Today on Priesthood 
Sunday, we are remind-
ed of the priests who 
have blessed us with 
their presence in our 
lives, especially our own, 
Fr. Darvin. 
 
Gracious and loving God, 
we thank you for the gift 

of our priests. Through them, we experience your 
presence in the sacraments. Help our priests to be 
strong in their vocation. Set their souls on fire with 
love for your people. Grant them the wisdom, under-
standing, and strength they need to follow in the foot-
steps of Jesus. Inspire them with the vision of your 
Kingdom. Give them the words they need to spread 
the Gospel. Allow them to experience joy in their min-
istry. Help them to become instruments of your divine 
grace. We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns as our Eternal Priest. Amen. 

A note from Sheila Stultz and her family: 
 
"We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, 
cards, food and support. Your presence and words 
meant so much and has brought us comfort. We are so 
blessed to have such a wonderful parish family."  

A Note from Sheila 

Christ needs you to enlighten the world and to show it 
the "path to life" (Psalm 16:11). The challenge is to make 
the Church’s "yes" to Life concrete and effective. The 
struggle will be long, and it needs each one of you. Place 
your intelligence, your talents, your enthusiasm, your 
compassion and your fortitude at the service of life! 
 
~ St. John Paul II 

Respect Life Sunday—October 5 

Our next social event is Bingo on Saturday, Oct. 
18 at 6 pm. White elephant prizes are needed. 
Bring a snack and come have some fun!  

Join us next Sunday 

after Mass for fun & 

fellowship!   


